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[Abstract:] The authority for the free delivery of Minor Coins is from the Director Linderman’s 
circular & letter (Apl. 16 & 22 /73). Critical comments. 70 


Treasury Department, 
Bureau of the Mint, 
Washington, D.C., 
January 13, 1882 


Sir: 


In reply to your letter of the 11th inst., in which you ask if the sentence quoted from my 
previous letter did not authorize the continuance of the policy of Director Linderman unless latter 
Instructions were found abrogating the same, I have to reiterate the statement in my last letter to 
you on the subject, that it was not intended to and did not make any order, but simply stated the 
evident proposition that an order issued by competent authority remains in force, unless modified 
or abrogated. When I give Instructions, I intend to make them explicit and definite. 


Your authority for the free delivery of minor coins, as far as I have any personal 
knowledge of the orders made, is found in the circular of Director Linderman and its letter of 
transmittal to your Mint. 


I am careful to distinguish between an official order previously made and a mere 
statement of its existence, as in this case, because a statement made in a similar manner by Mr. 
Preston, on the 24th of August last, and intended merely to inform you, in answer to your letter, 
of the previous suspension, by the Secretary of the Treasury, of the three cent nickel coinage, 
was interpreted in your letter to the Treasurer, dated the 21st of December last, as a direction 
from the Acting Director himself to suspend its coinage, authority to do which is exclusively 
vested in the Secretary, and was never claimed for or exercised by this office. My approval of the 
bills, month by month, for the transportation of minor coins free of cost is a tacit recognition of 
the existence of orders by the Director for such transportation. But I must still insist that the 
authority for the free delivery of minor coins in the principle cities and towns of the United 
States is derived from the order of my predecessor, whose circular I inclose, and not from my 
order. 


Respectfully, 
Horatio C. Burchard 
Director. 


A. Loudon Snowden, Esq. 
Supt. Mint of the U.S., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


